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“If history is any judge, past Israeli adventures in Lebanon have not ended well for
the Zionist state, and there is little proof things will be different this time around.
Israel has lit a fire that can consume the entire region, as hopes for a Gaza ceasefire
grow dimmer by the day.” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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The job lags
and gaps

BAD PRECEDENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘In cold
blood’(IE,September25).UttarPradesh
has set a disturbing precedentwith its
pattern of encounter killings. This by-
passingofdueprocessseemstohaveen-
hancedthechiefminister’spublicimage
andevenyieldedpoliticaldividends.No
wonder, other states are followingUP’s
lead.However,suchextrajudicialkillings
areablatanttravestyofjustice,violating
the principles enshrined in our legal
framework, and need to be addressed
urgently. Suchmeasures also point to a
broader systemic failure,where the ju-
diciaryisunabletodelivertimelyandef-
fectivejustice.Moreover,theyexposethe
dangerouslevelofpolitical interference
ininstitutionsthataremeanttooperate
independentlyandupholdthelaw.

VijaiPant,Hempur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘In cold
blood’(IE,September25).Theencounter
killingoftheprimeaccusedinthesexual
assaultoftwominorsatBadlapurbythe
Maharastrapolicehassetadangerousex-
ample.Policeencountersshouldhaveno
place in a democracy. Criminals, un-
doubtedly,merit detergent legalaction.
Butthepoliceagendacannotbetogetrid
ofthem.Eventheworstcriminalhasthe

right toa fair trial. The incidentneeds to
beprobedthoroughly,not intheleastto
fixresponsibilityforthesecuritylapse.

SSPaul,Nadia

FOR A GREEN INDIA
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Cleanup
sans teeth’ (IE, September 25). India’s
pollution problem is deteriorating by
the day as a result of itsmassive pop-
ulation, increasing urbanisation and
consumerism, and people’s changing
lifestyles. Our country leads the list of
theworld’s20mostpollutedcities.Air
pollution alone is projected to kill
more than 22 lakh people per year.
Enforcement remains a significant
challenge in minimising excessive
noisepollutioninurbanareas.Despite
extensiverivercleaningefforts,70per
cent of our surface water is rated un-
suitable for human consumption. If
our pollution control boards are un-
derstaffed, howwill wemonitor and
control these problems? These
agencies also require sufficient do-
main-level experts to provide scien-
tific and technical support, and re-
search to anticipate risks. All our
Pollution Control Boards have to be
made robust and efficient.

Kamal Laddha,Bengaluru

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

Given the importance of the
bilateral relationship, it is
time to set photo-ops aside
and engage in some real hard-
nosed conversations. It is
such frank and honest
conversations of the 1990s
that laid the foundation for
the relationship of the 2000s.
None other than a
longstanding critic of the US
at the time, the strategic
affairs guru
K Subrahmanyam, would
speak his mind out to his
American interlocutors, not
ever being diplomatic,
and give them a sense of
Indian thinking.

somefundamentaldifferencesonarangeof
issues, including how they view relations
withRussia andChina.

It isnotclearwhatPrimeMinisterModi
expectsfromhisrepeated,highprofile love-
inswiththeIndiandiaspora,apart fromego
gratification, but the fact remains that
whicheverway they vote in US elections is
notgoingtomakeafundamentaldifference
tothebilateralrelationship.PerhapsDonald
Trump would be more exuberant in ex-
pressinghisfriendshiptowardsIndiabut,as
wehaveseenfromhisfirstterm,thatwould
notmakemuchdifferencetopolicy.Kamala
Harris may bemore concerned about hu-
manrights,civil libertiesandreligiousfree-
domin Indiabuther trade, investment, de-
fenceexportpoliciesaswellasherapproach
to China and Russia are unlikely to be very
different fromBiden's.

IfindeedtheIndia-USpartnershipis“com-
prehensive,globalandstrategic”,andnotjust
transactional—withIndiabuyingUSdefence
equipmentandUSturningablindeyetoIndian
misgovernance—thenthetwoneedtoengage
inwiderandmeaningfulconversations,going
beyond thepartisan interests of onepolitical
partyoranotherineithercountry.

As for Prime Minister Modi and his
party, theyhavetomanagethegrowingdis-
sonancebetweenthegovernment’s foreign
policy and the attitude of the “Sangh
Parivar”, as manifesting on social media.
While foreign affairs analysts from think
tanks and in media sing one tune, “Modi
bhakts” on social media are mouthing an
altogether different one.

ThewriterwasMember,National
SecurityAdvisoryBoardof India,
1999-2001andmediaadvisor to
PrimeMinister of India, 2004-08

AQUARTERCENTURYagoacommoncom-
plaint about the bilateral relationship be-
tween India and the United States used to
bethat theballastwasnotheavyenoughto
steady theship inuncertainwaters. That is
no longertrue.Avarietyof factorshavesta-
bilised the relationship to the pointwhere
disagreements no longer disrupt. The ship
is steadier and on course. Even if the
Indian national security advisor has to re-
main at sea, giving up plans to arrive at an
Americanport.

For the first time in a quarter century,
since the creation of the office of the
National Security Advisor in 1998, theNSA
hasnotaccompaniedthePrimeMinisteron
a visit to theUnited States. Thereinhangs a
tale. One of the problemswith the close to
one score strategic partnerships that India
has signedupwith allmanner of countries
is that they do not help clarify how to han-
dle situations like the one that the Indian
NSA,AjitKumarDoval, findshimself in.After
all,hewasonlypursuingIndia'scorestrate-
gicinterestindealingwithanti-nationaland
separatistelementsbasedoverseas, includ-
ingonAmericansoil.Shouldastrategicpart-
nernot share such strategic interests?

ThereasongivenforDovalstayinghome,
according tomedia reports, is that he is re-
quiredheretokeepaneyeonthesituationin
Jammu&Kashmir in the runup to theelec-
tions there. This doesnot soundconvincing
since, on the one hand, the all-powerful
Union homeminister and the experienced
rakshamantriaretheretodothejoband,on
theother,becausetheUniongovernmenthas
beenclaiming that thesituation inKashmir
isnormalandundercontrol.

Itwouldappear, therefore, that theNSA
may have been advised to stay home to
avoid any embarrassment that may be
caused by the summons issued by the dis-
trict court of the southern district of New
York, inresponsetoalawsuitfiledbytheUS-
based Khalistan activist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun. The summons, demanding a re-
sponsefromtheIndiangovernmentwithin
21days,hasspecificallynamedtheNSA,Ajit
Kumar Doval, along with the head of the
Research and AnalysisWing, Samant Goel
and the alleged operative, the Indian busi-
nessmanNikhilGupta.

Toaddtothediplomaticembarrassment
caused by the summons and its timing,
White House officials andmembers of the
USnationalsecuritycouncilchosetomeeta
delegation of Sikhs on the eve of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s meeting with
President JoeBiden. Thedelegationwas as-
suredthatSikhsintheUSwouldbeprotected
fromanyactof “transnational repression”.

On theonehand theballast in thebilat-
eralrelationshipisheavyenoughtotideover
suchdiplomaticstorms.Ontheotherhand,
themanner in which this issue andmany
others on the bilateral agenda have been
handled by the Biden administration sug-
gests that there is still a lack of clarity on
what exactly both countries mean when

they speakof a “comprehensive andglobal
strategicpartnership”. It isonethingforthe
UStodefenddemocraticfreedomsandquite
anotherfortheWhiteHousetobecommis-
erating with elements that seek the dis-
membermentof India.

This is not to defend the dubious and
ham-handedoperationallegedlycarriedout
byIndianagenciesonUSsoil.Thelatterhave
egg on their face. No one expects a mea
culpa in such cases but a price is being ex-
tracted as a warning. If that price includes
embarrassing the IndianNSA, sobe it.

It is not just the Pannun case andUS re-
sponse to “Khalistani activism” that has
raisedquestionsaboutthescopeanddefini-
tion of the strategic partnership, but also a
rangeofotherissuesthathavecomeupwith
respect to defence equipment sales, the
termsof engagement incritical andemerg-
ingtechnologies,policyregimesfortradeand
investmentandsoon.Differenceson issues
such as democracy in Bangladesh and the
war inUkrainehaveonlyaddedto this list.

Giventheimportanceof thebilateralre-
lationship it is time to set photo-ops aside
and engage in some real hard-nosed con-
versations. It is such frankandhonest con-
versationsof the1990sthat laidthefounda-
tionfor therelationshipof the2000s.None
other thana longstandingcriticof theUSat
the time, the strategic affairs guru K.
Subrahmanyam,wouldspeakhismindout
to his American interlocutors, not ever be-
ing diplomatic, and give them a sense of
Indian thinking.

Itappearsof latethataconsiderablepart
of theconversationiswithinechochambers
of mutual bonhomie with constant re-as-
surancesbeinggiven,asinanuncertainlove
affair rather than a time-testedmarriage.
Both sides are responsible for this given

An uncertain love affair

DATAONEMPLOYMENTgrowth in India
reveals contrasting trends. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI’s) Capital, Labour,
EnergyMaterials, Services (KLEMS) data
reportsa6percent increase in jobgrowth
for FY24, a significant rise from the 3.2
per cent growth in FY23. However, the
Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE) offers a less optimistic view: The
unemployment rate climbed to 9.2 per
cent in June2024 from7percent inMay,
with the annual rate for FY24 at 8 per
cent. According to Citigroup Research,
Indianeeds to createabout1.2 crore jobs
everyyearover thenextdecadetoabsorb
thenumberofnewentrants to the labour
market. However, with a 7 per cent
growth rate, the country can generate
around80–90lakhjobsannually,adeficit
of around 30–40 lakh jobs. As per the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), the
unemployment rate in urban areas de-
creased from6.8 per cent to 6.7 per cent
between January to March 2023 and
January to March 2024 for persons 15
years and above. Labour force participa-
tion rate in urban areas has increased
from 48.5 per cent to 50.2 per cent from
January to March 2023 and January to
March2024forpersonsaged15yearsand
above.Given thedisparate trends in em-
ploymentgrowthfromdifferentagencies,
it is important that theNationalStatistical
Commission address data discrepancies
by improvingdataquality, improvingco-
ordination between agencies and in-
creasing transparency in reporting. In
fact,much of the difference is due to the
differingdefinitionsof employmentused.

The incommensuratepaceof employ-
ment generation is due to twomajor fac-
tors.First, imperfectionsinlabourmarkets
create rigidities resulting in persistent
shortagesandexcesses.Apartfromthein-
stitutional factors, which influencewage
setting,thereareseveralirritantsintheop-
eration of the labourmarket of which the
“skillgap”isimportant.Therearetwokinds
ofskillgaps.One,whenjobseekers,despite
acquiring qualifications, fall short of skills
due to poor training. Second, when there
isacomplete lackof skill training. In India,
bothgapsco-exist.Compoundingskillgaps
isthenon-availabilityof jobsthatmeetthe
aspirationsof jobseekers—theaspirational
gap.ThegrowingdemandforjobsintheIT
sector and the increasing presence of mi-
grantmanuallabourinthesouthernstates
areexamplesofaspirationalgaps.Weneed
tofindsolutionstobridgeallthesegapsfor
thesmooth functioningof labourmarkets
andabsorbnewadditionstotheworkforce.

Second, is the incongruence between
growth in output and labour absorption
due to technological changes resulting in
the decline of employment elasticity. The
substitution of labour bymachines has a
longhistorywithinnovationsoftenresult-
inginsimultaneousincreasesinoutputand

employment.However, earlier inventions
weremachines,andtools toreducephysi-
cal labour. These “mechanical muscles”,
deemedstrongerandtirelesscomparedto
humanmuscles, increasedproductionand
productivity. The emergence of AI, orme-
chanical minds, raises another question:
Will the demand for human brain labour
fall? Idea creators and professionals who
can apply new technologies will thrive.
However,there’sadistinctpossibilityofthe
middle management being downsized.
Mechanicalmusclespushedhorsesoutof
theeconomy,whilemechanicalmindscan
do the same to humans unless we equip
theworkforce tocopewith thechange.

Meetingfuture jobrequirementscalls
forsubstantialeducationalandskillingre-
forms. Educational institutions today are
struggling to meet industry needs, lead-
ingmanyyoung Indians topursuemulti-
ple degrees from lower-quality institu-
tions. This has led to higher
unemployment rates amonghighly edu-
catedyouth.Despite enrolment rates go-
ingup, thequalityofeducationhaslagged
behind requirements, exacerbating the
employabilitycrisis.Theneedforskillde-
velopmentaftergraduation isa sadcom-
mentary onour education system.

A balance between economic growth
andemploymentgrowthcanbeachieved
bypursuinga two-prongedstrategy. First,
concerted attempts need to bemade to
push industrialisation in sectors that ab-
sorbmore labour. These sectors normally
havestronginter-sectoral linkagesandthe
ability to cater to the domestic market.
Foodprocessingandproducts,textilesand
apparel have high labour absorption, and
linkageswithagricultureandothersectors
within manufacturing, but might lag in
termsof international competitiveness to
penetrateglobalmarkets.Second,interna-
tional competitiveness needs to be im-
proved in technology-intensive sectors.
They have higher technology adoption
rates, increasedresearchanddevelopment
and the ability to cater to globalmarkets.
These include chemicals and chemical
products, pharmaceuticals, medicinal,
chemicalandbotanicalproducts,motorve-
hicles, computers, electronic and optical
products andmanufacture of electrical
equipment.Pursuingthisstrategyrequires
a sectoral approach and differentiated in-
centivesystemforemploymentgeneration
andcapital investments.

As of now, there is very little space to
increaseeitherthepriceofcapitalorlower
thepriceof labour. In fact, thescopeforal-
teringtechnologicalchoicesconcerningthe
productionofanyindustrialoutput is lim-
ited.Thisisnotonlyinmattersofnewtech-
nology.Evenoldertechnologiesarebecom-
ing increasingly less labour-intensive.
Smart factories are becomingmore com-
mon.Weneedagood combinationof rel-
atively labour-intensive sectors and those
that are contingent on high technology. A
comprehensive policy framework fo-
cussing on sectors needs to be evolved to
tacklethequestionofemploymentgener-
ation. The cardinal principle of such a
framework should also be to enhance
growthrates,asgrowthperseisimportant
forgenerating jobs.

Rangarajan is formerchairman,Prime
Minister’sEconomicAdvisoryCouncil and
formergovernor,ReserveBankof India.
SureshBabu isdirector,MIDS,Chennai

CR Sasikumar

Meeting future jobrequirementscalls
for substantialeducational

andskillingreforms

WITHTHEUNIONCabinetaccepting the re-
portpreparedbytheHigh-LevelCommittee
advocatingforsimultaneouselectionstothe
LokSabhaandstateassemblies,theargument
over “OneNationOneElection” (ONOE)has
taken centre stage again. Some have taken
theviewthat simultaneouselectionswould
benefitthecitizenryatlarge,othersarguethat
itwouldserveasanassaultonthebasicstruc-
tureof the IndianConstitution.

Beforewedelve intothesearguments, it
might be beneficial to appreciate that India
was never a stranger to holding simultane-
ous elections. In fact, our democratic jour-
neybeganwith thisvery idea.The firstgen-
eral election saw us voting simultaneously
forboththeLokSabhaandstateassemblies.
Thispracticecontinuedin1957withthesec-
ond general elections wherein several as-
semblies (Bihar, Bombay, Madras,
Mysore,Punjab,UttarPradesh,WestBengal)
were dissolved to alignwith national polls,
ensuringsynchronicity.

Itwasunfortunatethatthisharmonious
electoralcyclewasshort-lived.Thefirstblow
cameinJuly1959,whenthenPrimeMinister
JawaharlalNehrudismissedtheKeralagov-
ernment led by EM SNamboodiripad. The
second blowwas struck by former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi as she prematurely
dissolvedthefourthLokSabhaandcalledfor
generalelections15monthsaheadofsched-
ule.Thereafter,thesituationfurtherdeterio-

ratedascentralgovernmentsledbyCongress
unceremoniouslyutilisedArticle356of the
Constitutiontotopplestateassembliesitdid
not find favourwith. On a side note, it was
unfortunatethatsuchacoursewasadopted
onat least50occasionsandallof thisstruck
ablowtosimultaneouselections.

Thedisadvantagesof this fragmentedap-
proachwere apparent to all. For instance, in
1962, theElectionCommissionof India in its
Report on theGeneral Elections emphasised
that“itisobviouslydesirablethattheduplica-
tionof effort andexpense should, if possible,
beavoided”.Thissentimentwasechoedbythe
Commissioninits1983AnnualReportwhere
it stressed theneedtoconduct simultaneous
electionsforparliamentaryandassemblycon-
stituencies.TheLawCommission in its170th
Reportwentastepfurtherasitnotonlyadvo-
catedsimultaneouselectionsbutalsopinned
theblameonthemisuseofArticle356.

Given this background, the question
arises:Whatarethebenefitsofholdingsimul-
taneous elections to the LokSabhaand state
assemblies? First and foremost, voterswill
onlyneedtovisitpollingstationsoncetoelect
boththeirnationalandstaterepresentatives.

Second, the logisticalburdenonauthori-
tieswould be greatly reduced: Election au-
thorities candeploypollingpersonnel, build
polling stations, divert security forces and
make other arrangements only once.
Moreover,eventhepreparationofanelectoral

roll, which in itself is a Herculean exercise,
wouldonlyneedtobedoneonce.Totranslate
this into numbers, itwas estimated in 2015
that the cost of holding elections to the Lok
Sabhaandstateassemblieswaspeggedatal-
mostRs4,500croreandinthe14thLokSabha,
over 1,349mobile companies of the Central
ArmedPoliceForcesweredeployed.

Third, at a timewhen the Opposition’s
favouritepoliticalargumentisthatelections
in India don’t have a level playing field, si-
multaneous electionswould benefit these
political partiesbyensuring that their cam-
paignexpenses remain limited.

Fourth,ONOEwouldalleviatethepolicy
paralysis that occurs due to frequent impo-
sitionsof theModelCodeofConduct(MCC).
Each time theMCC is imposed, governance
comestoastandstillasnewschemesorproj-
ectscannotbeannouncedor implemented.
Simultaneous polls would significantly re-
duce theseperiodsof administrative limbo.

It appears that foryearseven thosewho
were amenable to the idea of ONOE dis-
missed it as a noble but unfeasible reform.
However, the report of the High-Level
Committee, which comprised a former
President of India, former Leader of
Opposition, distinguished bureaucrats and
constitutional experts, has provided a con-
creteroadmapforimplementation.Thesuc-
cess of this report not only lies in theman-
ner inwhich itwaspreparedbut also in the

factthatitprovidedananswertothevarious
exigencies that could arise. For instance, it
outlines the course of action to be adopted
incaseof ahungassembly.

Predictably, as soon as the High-Level
Committee’s reportwas published and the
Cabinetacceptedit,asetofcompulsivecon-
trarians emerged to criticise it as an assault
ondemocracy. Intheirhastetooppose,they
conveniently overlooked the fact that India
wasnotalientosimultaneouselectionsand
that numerous government panels, even
during Congress rule, had recommended
such an approach. Detractors of ONOE also
argued that the course adopted by the
Cabinetwas contrary to a number of judg-
mentsof theSupremeCourtwherein itwas
heldthat“freeandfairelections”arethehall-
mark of the basic structure of the
Constitution. On the contrary, with ONOE
strengthening our democracy, the basic
structure of the Constitution is far from
threatened—it is fortified.

Aswestandatacrossroads—theONOE
proposalwill be brought before Parliament
—twooptions lieaheadofus.Wecaneither
resignourselvestothedisadvantagesofsep-
arateelectionsorwecantakeastepforward
by shedding our partisan views and acting
innational interest.

Thewriter isanadvocateat
theBombayHighCourt

Fortifying the basic structure
Janay Jain

Simultaneouselectionsarefeasible.Theywillstrengthendemocracy

If India-USpartnership is tobecomeatime-testedmarriage, the twoneedtoengage
inwiderconversationsgoingbeyondpartisan interests ineithercountry

Sanjaya Baru

CRangarajan and
MSuresh Babu
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