ABSTRACT

The paper presents an overview of the existing indicators of development and
positions them within the environmental, economic, and social dimensions of
sustainable development. It presents empirical evidence of sustainable livelihood
security index (SLSI) at the district level in Jharkhand. SLSI is a composite index
having three component indices, i.e. the ecological security index (ESI), the
economic efficiency index (EEI), and the social equity index (SEI). It finds that the
SLSI based on its simplicity and flexibility, is one of the most comprehensive yet
simple indices for measuring long-term livelihood security in rural areas. For
instance, the districts state Godda have very low ESI and SSI rankings, although
they have high EEI ranking. Some districts also have very low ranks in gender
development index, education index, health index and housing index. Thus, the
SLSI not only identifies the general priorities for development but also the nature
and types of policies to be pursued in each study unit to enhance livelihood
security. The SLSI facilitates consensus among different partisan groups like
economists, environmentalists, and egalitarians by balancing their mutual
concerns, could provide guidelines for achieving sustainable development. It can
function as an educational and a policy tool for promoting a holistic perspective
among planners, administrators, and development workers.





